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(97 Mia. J. J. TjAm.) 

From sliui^e to shape (by Nature's pUui) 
Lit'ii hurried — with the cell began, 
Aud ended in the complex luun. 

From simple plastic cell — a small, 
Weak drop of plasm, she did call 
Through Time's eternity — Life's alL 

The protoplasm changed anon 

Into the nobler nionerou. 

When this earth's youtii had scarce begun. 

Then strange gelatinous tonus, arrayed 
In beauteous hues, Lite spawned and bade 
The wan waves nourish what she made. 

And next the jelly, grown conipaet, 
Assnme^l protections it had lacked, 
Withiii a shell's bright pearl lay packed. 

The gray seas teemed with u grotesque 
And horrid consciousness,- -the breast 
Of earth lulled nightmare forms to rest 

For lAUt, eqpttimtnting still, 

Bvrafht f ovtii hat$ fonni to roam at wUV— 

rUm hMffWanaU brains and faofi that kUL 

Evolved the eye, ear, nerve and brain, 
The foot, fin, wing, and from tht main 
Called shapes to tenant hill and plain. 

For life within tk» OMM^ 
Found origin. WA hoBSysd mp, 
Ban finto iha iUsd, and baiiy aap 

Gave tu their leaves and climbing 
And furnished fiower-diadeuis, 

WkoM aatin pttalt glovad llln 

»• 

Then vt'lvet-bodied insects she 
Evolved, and through her wizardry 
Caoaad maay vmM fotna to ba. 

Tba TtBOmouH and sluggish snake, 
Tha/aatbsred songsters of th«i brake, 
Ihattoff who ksspa iha moon awaka. 



The down, ueun, -^.^ snd brain 

BaUad tha £raU ahoU'a thin 



Then erowned the work she had 
In sarth'a dim infanej, and on 
Sped to bar goal» b ar woik mail dima. 



For man aroae^ who npright stands, 

I The ruler of all seas and lands,— 
A reasoning mind and shaping hands, 

' She foruu'd liitu when a younger sun 
For earth its gown of radiance spun,— 
Formed sinew, vein and ganglion. 

But slowly did her work progress; 

The long years carried to success 

Her plan — weaned man from brutishness. 

, Evolved in him the mind's white light, 
• (Seauned with rare stara the troubled aigbt 
- Of fear — removed its canki-ring biigbt. 

Tnte, slowly but the heights ha won, 

But loyal reason ugad Urn on 

Till he sealed stara and mUM tba mm. 



Life sees in him her noM s st bom. 
Whom all bar gifta of grass adorn, 
Who to Arntb'a aarviaa baa 




Tot god-made he, but ahaped to crown 
Creation,— Hnoring np, not down,— 
. Not bom in aia, bat tor tmnama. 

Bom to aU poaaibUitiaa; 

To stand, not live upon bla kaaea 

And iriaaats goblin ansmisa. 

No talking anake, transgressing Bra 
Forever may onr aonla daoaiva, 

may priaafh iMBBpoaa word: "BaHar*!" 

Believe! Aye^ in oar bavitaga— 
In progress-HMt in Jabovab'a rago, 
Or in a book's inspired page. 

Believe!— in Natnra'a pntmiaa grand, 

The vast eapaaitiaa •! band, 

But not in Hall aa prieats eommand. 

80 shall wa laara and undstatand 

Ban FiMMiaso, OaHt 



8 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



The Doctrine of Immortality 



Neither Proof or Hope — An Appalling Belief — Ohrietian 
OondiMt Di^KTOve the Mott Ardent Olainu — 
Awnihiletaon Almie Bnagt Beit 



(By Joaephine K Henry.) 
''From too mndi lore of living, 

From hope and fear set fiee^ 
We thank witli brief tliaiiksgiviag 

Whatever gyxls may be, 
That no life lives fomver, 
That dead men rise up never, 
That em the ivearieet river 
Winda mmtmhtn aafe to sea." 

— Swinburne. 

The dootrine of immortality in the chief corneratone of 
the Ohristian religion. Without it creeds, dogmas, saviors, 

and sfheiiic's of salvation, and the clergy, whosu chief duty 
is to groum humanity for eternal life, would be entirely 

The average Christian says, "I cannot see wbMt ia the 
object of life, unless man is immortal. I cannot see hovr 
any one can be happy who does not believe in a futiiro life." 
This is asserted by Christians in fear of the fact that the ^ 
moat devont believen in immortality are not happy, and 
make most strenuous efforts to hold on to this mortal life, 
and only enter upon immortality when they must, and 
when death comes Christians resign tlicir loved ones to 
immortality with tears, fears, wailing dirges, and all the 
Iwaignia ci woe. 

Paul declared he would be the most niiseralih' of nniii 
without the belief in a future life. Hitter experiences in 
this life prompted Paul's groan, just as tliey liavc planted 
in the human mind the hope of a system of relief and 
rewards. The shallow pesrimism whidi we thought the 
excuse of hardship or prosecution talks liglitly of suicide 
if immortality be a dream, un<lervalu»;s tiu; most unselfish, 
heroic and enduring forms of human endeavor, which aro 
the levers of the world's progress, and looks upon virtue 
as a worthless investDMnt, unlets it brings in a never-oeasing 
cent per cent 

Our estimate of the value and purpose of life must ha 
of life on tliis particular planet, since we have no knowl- 
edge of any other. To judge it by the light of a hypo- 
thetioal future is to admit diat the present life is a failure 

—an unpleasant reflection for those who believe the W(jrM 
to be under the guidance of an overruling jirovidence. Is 
it not bey(md human knowledge Ui prove that the ])urposc 
for whioh we weire bom oan be fulfilled only after death I 



lieved, that all human beings "have a horror of annihilia- 
tion." This assertion is made by those who have not had 
many opportunities to leam the Uett, or availed thenAelves 

of those they had. 
The Society of Psydiieal Reseaieh constantly sends out 

circular letters asking all classes of people "if tlicy desire 
life beyond llie gi'ave." l lie nuiuber of enipiiatic negative 
replies prove conclusively tlmt a horror of annihiliation is 
not generaL All human beings hail sleep as their greatest 
blessinR yet sound and dreunlees sleep is virtual anni- 
hilation as long as it lasts. If this sleep should last n mil- 
lion years, or through eternity, the sleeixr could be no 
Worse ofF. The most delightful moment of the twenty- 
four hours of each day of mortal life, is when sleep, blessed 
sleep "tired Nature's sweet raatorar'' woes us to profound 
uaoooaoiousness that shuts out, for the time, the struggles, 
sighs. Bufferings, disappointments, oaras, and responsibili- 
ti< s of this weary old worid and lauaohea us virtually into 
annihilation. 

There are minds sufBeiently logical to accept the idea 
<rf annihilation as far preferable, to the eteriuil duties and 
imaginary delights, of the the various heavens held out 
as rewards by the religious of the world. Tiiere is not the 
slightest proof that immortality is a fact, and there is not 
the slightest proof that immortality is not a fact The 
great olfending of the immortal In^icrsoll, was that he 
honestly said that "he did not know whether, or not, there 
was anoliier lift; after this one. For this he was jMirse- 
cuted and maligned, and will never be forgiven by Chris- 
tians, whose religion teaches "forgive your enemies." 

Arc our Christian friends ilead sure they know? 

Is it not a fact tiiat the opinions of the Pope of Home, 
the Archbishop of (Canterbury, and all the Dm-tors of Di- 
vinity, who claim they are able to pilot saved souls to 
immortal life, are of no more value on this unsolvablo 
(juestlon, than the opinion of the most uidettered ;ind mys- 
titied (piestioner^ What this life is in the here ami now is 
mystery, what lies luiyoud this strange existence we call, is 
profound mystery, which no religion or system of theology 
can solve. If we live after thia life it is a fact in Nature. 
If we lose our jtersojudily, and are cast Into the crucible 
of this wonderful cosmos, that is a fact in nature, which 
no belief or unbelief can alTect. Is the fear of not living 
forever, more sad than that of not having existed always 'i 
Is any human being grieving today because he was not in 
existx'nce when America was discovered? Xeed we grieve 
l)e(!ause we shall n<jl be in I'.xistence the centuries hence? 
Would we rather live this mortal life forever, than cease 
to bet It can be seriously doubted whether the belief in 
inmortaUlgr hu a lalntary a^Ml on th* hmnan mm. 
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If immortality is a fact, every moment of our brkf 
■pta of mortal life should be entirely devoted to pzcpanr 
tion for immortality. Certainly nine-tenths of the people 
who believe in personal immortality, fail to lead lives that 
will secure the rewards promised. The fact that human 
beings are driven to devote all their time and energy to 
supply the strenuously pressing needs of this life is strongly 
snggMtiys of the idea that ^s life is not a preparatory 
one, but one complete in itself. 

The death notices of Christians are now prefixed with 
the words "Fell asleep," "Entered into eternal rest" These 
expressions certainly give no hint of the activities descrip- 
tlT» of the Ohristian heaven. Profound sleep and eternal 
rest are not suggestive of playing harps, waving palms, and 
singing praises before the "Great White Throne forever- 
more," but strongly tiuggotitivo of auniliilation. To the 
writer of this the idea of everlasting personal existence, is 
th* most aj^Mlling one ever offered to the human mind for 
aooeptance; yet without an iota of proof to snppmrt it, it 
is accepted by many as a fact But we should remember 
that nothing in the constitution of the universe guaiautws 
humanity against disapi>ointment and illusion. Tho Old 
Testament is dead silent on the dogman if immortality. 
Solomon, claimed as the wisest man of the Christian sy»> 
tern, says in Eoelesiastios 8-19, "For that which befalleth 
the sons of men befalleth beasts; as the one dicitli, so dioth 
the other. All have one breath, all go into one place; all 
are of the dust, and all turn to dust again" and the Bible 
farther si^ "Blessed are the dead, for they rest from 



their labors, and their works do follow them." What 
grander immortality could be desired than that our worin, 
our thoughts, and our aspirations should live in the lives 
of those that fnlluw us i 

If Sulumou is an authority, if he means what he says, 
and says what he means, immortality is a more pipe dream 
of diseased imagination. But Solomon with all his wis- 
dom knew nothing more of the profound mystery than we 
of today know. Annihilation is perfect rest, painlessness, 
freedom from all impressions that rack and torment the 
corporal or mental being, and ardently desired by the writar 
after the compleUon of a normal life^ and upon the appear- 
aaoa of the unavoidable infirmities of old age. There can 
be no pain in annihilation any more than in the repose 
sleep, blessed sleep, that brings forgetfulness of every 
pain and sorrow, release from every dread and danger. 
Is not the plow boy fast asleep more to be envied than the 
prinee wide awake t 

Eternal rest and profound peace is tlio creed of the 
Cluireh of Annihilation, and how many long for these in 
tiiis weary old world where then IS 000 who lavghs^ tiMN 
are a million who sigh. 

The ^oqieet of proving tha doetrine if immortality is 
not encouraging, and if oomet data could be obtained on 
this question, we predict that an astonishingly large num- 
ber of the most intelligent {X3rsons are firm and OOBlislSllt 
in the belief that Death is an eternal rest 

VanailH KtntiMky. 



Persistence o( Superstition 



Sfll Tribute Dae the Race for Its Im- 
esssfal Fight Acainst Superstition's 
Bssls anA Bsaitlsss CMto. 



(By Dr. . T. Bowles) 

The progress which good men and wom- 
en an aow making in driving from the 
brains of their felluwuwn the awful super- 
stitions that have bo lung cursed the world 
is truly marveloua, and at the same rate 
of pcogresa now going on it will require 
only a few more decades until all oivilijsed 
peoples will rejoiee in their eomplete de- 
Kveranee from the tyranny of these heart- 
less monsters. It is a bi^ honor for any 
man or any woman to assist in this glori- 
ous work, and long ages after we have 
gone the happy children of the centuries 
yet to come will sioff oar p cs iass and sail 
U8 blessed. 

If it was in my power to place before 
the civilized world a paiioruiim of the hiiu- 
drt'ds uf iiiilliotis of fatlu'is, luotliers, chil- 
dren, oxen, lambs, and bird^ that have 



been tortured and killed by the priests 

of superatitiun to satisfy and pacify their 
blood-thirsty Gud, I could bid farewell to 
earth rejoicing in the happy knowledge 
that never again would one of my fellow- 
men be found on his knees worshipping at 
the altars of these hideous creatnna. 

This panorama, if it could be seen by 
all the inhabitants of the earth, would in- 
stantly sweep from the brain of every eiv- 
ilized human being every vestige of super- 
stition, and if it were possible for inani- 
mate things to weep, the very ttog-stones 
on which we walk would sweat great droits 
of blood. 

One of the nncieiit iroils created iiutn- 
strous bciiiics called I'lirii's; the hair on 
their heads was (•(iiii|Hisfil of vciionious ser- 
pents, ami aidiiml their waists f,'riw' u:ir- 
(lles of iliaillv vipers, hut (his paiinraiiia 
woiilil teriil'y and iiorrify every human 
beiiij; iiiliiiitely worse than swarms of Fur- 
ies in every home. 

Unfortunately this panorama cannot be 



placed on the stage for the immsflists ears 
of superstition, and it remains for tho 
brave men and fearless women of all lands 
to finish the work so nobly b^^n by the 
immortal heroes and heroines of history. 

Not long ago the Aryan family of people 
to whieh we belong filled every nook and 
ewnar of the universe with thousands of 
terrible Gods and malicioas devils, but the 
beautiful Angel of Science and the k>vely 
QoddesB of Reason have banished nearly 
all these phantoms from the earth and sky, 
and now the idiotic devotees of supersti- 
tion have only the pitifully small number 
of three Gtods and one devil Ml to eom> 
fort and console them. 

Tho same fate awaits the (lods auil devil 
that still survive, ami in due time the 
brave army of f,'raml men ami noble women 
who are tiow at work armed with the bat- 
tli-ax of love and reason, will drive from 
the brains of all e!\ili/.e<l men both Jeho- 
vah ami his lieutenant, the devil, and when 
this happy day arrives our beautiful earth 
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will becDUie a luore lovely Liome I'oi- all 
Ibe childrcu of iiieu tliau liie labled Gar- 
den of Eden. 

Every Ihiug that lives has its enemies 
and hah to struggle for iti> existence ; if it 
conquers its enemies U dumuiistrutes itb 
right to life, but if it fails in tliu struggle 
it i£ a certain proof that it will and should 
perish miserably from the earth, and 
judged by thin infallible test the highest 
tribute that can be paid to the human raee 
is its successful tight against Um priMtt 
of supei-stitiou, uiid the heartlew Qodt Mid 
devils in the earth and sky. 

When we think of the intellectual food 
upon which the human race has ted for 
fauudreds of thousands of years, we won- 
der how man ever ascended from savagery 
to Mvilixation. Nearly all his mental pab- 
ulum has been plucked from the deadly 
Upas tree of superstition, and one of these 
choice intellectual dishes that he ha^ been 
forced to swallow for thousands of years 
is the absurd and idiotic superstition that 
there has been four terrible and bloody 
wars in hMvan, between the Gods and their 
ahUdML 

Iliese wan are all equally well authen- 
ticated, for the history of all of tham are 
found in the laered onelet. Holy Books, 
and divine revelations, written by the 
priMto of nfMntition finr tha infonnntion 
of tha hooMB iMti, 

Um lint of tlMM wan oaenmd wlien 
Uranoa waa tba anprama rokr of the 
nnivona, and after a long and daapwata 
aonfliati gn a t slaughter, and tht Ion of 
nanj Uvaa, thia aapreme rnlar of the 
woiUI waa llnaUjr ninrdarad kf ona of his 
aoniy 1^ waa erownad King at tha World. 

The reign of Kronoa was paaaafnl and 
aaaeaaafat for a faw thouaand yaara, but 
he Anally failed to Hva paaaeaUy with his 
ehildren, and a aeeond war oaenrred 
which, like tha flnt, tenunated in de- 
throning the reigning Ood, and one of his 
sons, Zeus, aaiaed his father 'a scepter, and 
took eharga of tha aflain of tha nnivarsa^ 
and for a faw thouaand yaan hia reign 
waa nadiqmtad and nndiatnrbad; bnt in 
dna tima anna of hia diatant kinafolk de- 
alarad war againat him, and thia third war 
in heavan waa far more terrible and san- 
goinary than aithar of the preceding wars, 
for Zona was a mii^ty warrior, and by his 
aitraordinary aUll and strength in using 
moontaina and thnndarbolta aa weapons, 
he maintained his title and tenure to the 
throne, and the rebela wen subdued and 
east into deep chasms of the earth and 
buried out of sight under mountaina hurl- 
ad against them by the poiaiaat anil of 
the mighty Zeus. 

The reign of Zeus continued for a few 
thousand years and he was succeeded on 
the throne of the universe by the present 
reigning Qod, Jehovah, Jesua Christ and 

tht Bal7 Ghottr Md wte tha iatal siifB 



of these three (jods the fourth and laat 

war in heaven occurred. 

in paieutheeea it will be proper to state 
that the three Gods who preceded Jehovah 
on the throne of the uuivcrse were all 
married, and they each mariied their sis- 
ters, and beaides their wives, Kxonos and 
Zeus kept numerous concubines, and by 
theae wives and concubines they raised a 
vast multitude of cbildieu, all of whom 
were demi-gods and heroes; but we have 
no aaoount in any of the oracles, Uoly 
Books nor divine revelations that Jehovah 
uus married, but the Holy Ghost, who was 
his partner in business, had a very serious 
entanglement and disreputable liaison with 
a carpenter's atlianced bride in Palestine. 

But we must return from this digression 
to the fourth and last war in heaven, 
which was infinitely more disastrous to 
the human family than any of the previ- 
ous wars. When Jehovah ascended the 
throne of the universe it is not unreason- 
able to suppose that he came to the conclu- 
sion that the chief cause of the terrible 
wan in heaven that had occurred during 
tlia lives of his predecessors were due to 
the fact that their children were made of 
flesh and blood and subject tu the iuhrmi- 
ties of the flesh ; and in order to avoid this 
possible danger he created a vast multi- 
tude of children without llesh or blood or 
passions, culled angels, and . turned them 
loose in heaven. When we retlect that 
these angels were not made out of any 
substance, and that they were wholly im- 
material and incorporeal, it is impossible 
for a person whose mind is Lot perverted 
by superstition to understand what possi- 
ble use that they could make of wings, and 
yet we are informed that some of tlniii 
haA three pairs, and all of tUem had one 
pair attached to the points of their should- 
ers. The duty assigned to the^e ang< Is 
was to execute the will of Jehovah in the 
government of the world; tliey were his 
ambassadors, and through tin ni he often 
appeared to men; they sui luuiided the 
throne of Jehovah, praisini^ his great 
name, and some of them were constantly 
receiving his cuininaiids and Hying away 
to execute his ordeis. The great prince 
anudig this Mist iiuiliit iiile of angels was 
one named Michael, and lie had three pair 
of wings, and in this ((innecliDii it is prop- 
er to slate that Jehovali, lor .sume leason 
never r( \ealed to man, deeided not to have 
any female angels in heaven; these angels 
were all pure and sinless; they had no 
llesh or blood, and conM (|Mi nt ly tiiey had 
no passions; they had nothing in the 
world to tenijjt them, and (u a mind not 
entirely perverted by sii|)cr.-,l itioii, it is 
utteily imj)ossibIe to inia;,Mn,' why the in- 
finitely wis- and the iniinileiv good Jeho- 
vah failed lo live in jjcace with this fam- 
ily of angels, created by himself for the 

tKpnm poipoat «f aiaratlir kto will aad i 



attending to all the wanto of tha Trinity. 

In the wlwla history of tha universe 
none of the goda who have oeenpisd the 
throne ever eonuneneed their reign nndar 
sueh favorable auspieea as the preaant ml* 
er, and the atndMita of eeleatial history 
will never eeasa to wonder why Jehovah 
sowed the seeds of diaeord in thia happf 
family and transformad ona uf thaaa baan- 
tiful and sinleaa angeb into a davU, who 
from that day to this haa been aonatantty 
engaged in wrecking the hopes and haffi- 
ness of all the ehildren of men. 

About one-third of the nnjrcls volnnfeer- 

ed under the standard of the devil, and the 
other two-thirds volunt ireed under the 
standard of Michael, and the whole uni- 
verse rocked and reeled and trembled 
while the conflict raged between these ter- 
rible celestial armies; but by reason uf 
superior numbers, Michael's army finally 
prevailed, and the devil and his angels 
were east out of heaven and given permis- 
sion to eorrupt the whole liuinan family 
and to plunge the vast majority of them 
into an e\erlasting hell of fire and brim- 
stitne prepared for the devil and his 
an^rels. 

Many thrilling incidents ciinnecte<l with 
this last war in heaven would deeply in- 
terest the reader, but space forbids, and I 
close this chapter by asking every reader 
of these pages if you are ready to aban- 
don (he awful snperslitiim that Ood creat- 
ed the devil for the express purpose of 
corrupting and misleadiie^' Iiis poor chil- 
dren on earth and finally burning their 
Minis in an eternal liellf 

How long! U, how long, will it yet be ° 
before the ]>ure minds of innocent children 
will cea»>e to be corrupted with the infam- 
ous falsehoods impressed upon their brains 
hy the heartless priests of aupantition. 

Manda, bd. 
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The San Francisco Materialist Asaoei- 
ation is giving edueational leetnraa ovary 
('riday at 8 p. m., at Auditorium Aanan, 
Paga and FUmoN Stroata. AdmiaaioB IVaa. 
Program for Oetobar. 

OCT. 1. Presi.lent Klli.dl's New Bo- 
ligi..n by Wtn. .MeDevitt, LL. M. 

OCT. H. History of the Fre.; Thought 
.Miivenieiit in Kn>;land hy Fred Stanley. 

OCT. If). Modern Patriotism by Attor- 
ney K. K. Kirk, Past \'iee-('ommander-in- 
Cliief United Spanish War Veterans. 

OCT. 22. Mysticism and Democracy by 
Prof. H. A. OveVstreet, Departmant of Phtt- 
i:sophy. State I'niversity. 

OCT. 2!l. KeliKious Beliefs of th* Amor- 
ican Indians by Geo. B. Benham, Attoraay 
I Lmt. (- 



Materialism and 



Mattw and Mind.— How Ideals and Ohar- 
•fllir Are Formed— Thonght W«VW 
From a Million Brains. 



(By W. C. Cope.) 

"What is mind t— No matter!" What 
is matter f—N«vtr naindl" was the old 
metaphyiisal qiribbl* w« boya used to de- 
light in at flolleg*. It was a d«flnition that 
was pleasing alike to the Idealist and the 
Materialist in its ambigruity. 

Sinee Bishop Berkeley in the 17th een- 
tnry "destroyed this world in two volumes 
oetavo," as Sidney Sndth pats it, the doc- 
trine of Idealism has had numerous advo- 
eatea. This doetrine^ the larirest number 
of its adlments today being the Christinn 
Seientists, is that we are eoneemei only 
with ideas and are ignorant of eveiything 
aiss. UsaUsts aigne that what our senses 
etrnvsy to ns is not evidence of aa exter- 
nal world, bat only of our sensatipn. Far- 
ther, we are utterly ignorant and must 
«ver remain so of matter itself, and that 
it is easier to eoneeive that God direedy 
eanses oar sensations than that they are 
eoneeivsd to as through the anknown 
world dt matter. 

Materialists aver on the other band that 
little as we know about matter in its as- 
senees, we an eonseions of its sxistenee 
and that we eannot go baek of sonasioas- 
ness. Our eyes, it is trae, are only ssosi- 
tive mirrors eonneeted with nerves, wUeh 
eonvey the impressions reeeivsd by the 
eyes of the brain, the asms Wing true of 
all the organs of sensation. But when the 
live senses all agree in eonveying to eon- 
srisnswtst a eo-ordinate impreaaion, the 
evidenee is about as eomplete ss anything 
can be. Take a pot of eo^fe^ for example: 
The eyes see it, the nose smells it, the ear 
hears it boiling, the hand tonehas it, sad 
the tongue tastes it. If tbia is not snlBs- 
ient evidenee, we can eall in any nanbir, 
of persons and thdr eonseionsness will 
pve the same report. So ths MatsriaUat 
claims that the fact of the material exist- 
i'lico of ilio jint of coffee is eertain. And as 
a flirt Iht step in the same direction, he 
claims that we really know nothing outside 
of matter and foroe, the latter being ex- 
erted only by matter. Thus, thought is a 
force exerted by the brain and baa the 
power to influence other brains in propor- 
tion to its strength and the resistance of- 
fered by the other brains. And if thought 
finds its aiinlofry in electric force, the 
siiblicty of wliich it so closely resembles, 
tho brain is a iiuitirial body that hasmany 
of the qualities <if the cle-tric battery, 
though possessing many other qualities 
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whifli IK) arliticial elect rii- battery pos- 
sesses. 

As a .^Iate^iali^t . I liclii vc that liiiiiian 
beiiif,'s arc the siiiu-tolal ol' ilicir heredity 
l)lus their cii\ ironiiiciit. Heredity explains 
tiiose faiiiily traits which TlieoS4iphists ac- 
cept as pro\iiit,' r' incarnation, while en- 
vironment accounts I'or the ililTcrcritiatioii 
of the individual from any of his ances- 
tors. "I am a part of all that I have 
met,'' Tennyson says. The (houtrht waves 
sent out by a million hrains actinir upon 
the iiatiual bent rcceivid tliiouuh hered- 
ity form the ideals and the character of 
each human heini;. Theic is no such thini; 
as ficedoin of the will in thit larLTc sense 
in which most new tlioUL;lil aihdcatcs ac- 
cejjt if, an<l y;'t 1 ihiiik llur^' is no real 
antagonism between Materialism and new 
thonght. 

To explain my position, let me quote 
from nomas Hobbes, who was the great- 
est metqihysieisn of his tiflie, and wkoss 
langaaga Maeaalay eharaeteriaes as more 
lundnoas and preeiae than baa ever been 
employed by any other metaphysieal wri- 

"The question is not whether man ia a 
free agents that is to say, whether he can 
write or forbear; speak or be ailent, ae- 
eording to his will ; but whether the will to 
write or will to forbear come upon him ao- 
eording to his will, or aeeording to any- 
thing else in his own power. I acknowledge 
this liberty that I can do if I will; but to 
say I can will if I will, I take to be an ab- 
surd speech. It is true that very few have 
learned from their teachers that man is 
not free to will; nor do they And it much 
in books. What they And in books, that 
which the poets chant in the theaters, and 
the shepherds on the mountains, that which 
the paatora teaeh in the churches, and the 
doetors in the nniversities, and that which 
the soounon people in the markets and all 
manldnd in the whole world do assent unto, 
ia tho aame that I assent uuto — namely, 
that a man hath freedom to do if he will; 
but whether he hath freedom to will is a 
qoeetion it seems they have never thought 
upon. A wooden fop that is lashed by the 
boys and runs about, sometimes to one 
wall, sometimes to another, sometimes 
spinning, sometimes liittiii}; men on the 
shins, if it were sensible of its <iwn motion, 
would think it proceeded from its own 
will, unless it felt what lashed it. .\nd is 
a man any wiser when he runs to one place 
foi' a lienefice, to another for a bargain, 
and troubl is tho wcuhl with writing errors 
and retpiiring answers becaiisf he thinks 
be dues it without other cause thou his 
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own will, and seeth not tho lasUafi ttat 

eause that iHIIf" 

Now the question is, whence ecMne theae 
"lashings", spoken of by H^UM8,-that 
eanse as to will to do or will aoi to ds ««^ 
tain aetsf They come both iroai wilhto 
and firom without, from heredity and fnm 
environment, Heredity gives ns those 
urges and natural bents that all are con- 
scious of possessing, which accentuated 
by environment — by teaching, thought, 
reading, and conversation, becomea oar 
ideals that govern onr sondaei by imlmm^ 
ing our wilL 

Environment is only another name for 
uur everyday surroundings. Anything thnt 
makes an impression upon us ia part of 
our environment. If you live in the eonn- 
try, the trees, the birds, the graas, the aky 
outside, down to the old kitchen stove in- 
side the house is part of your environment. 
If you are a Spiritualist ami believe that 
you receive messages feom a little Indian 
girl, "Sunflower," or from "Little Bright 
Eyes," whether they exist ontaide your 
imagination or not does not matter— they 
are part of your environmeat and their 
imaginary messages influence your will. A 
pair of tumble-buga I watched working to- 
gether laat summer were part of my en- 
vironment, aa they gave me new ideaa of 
eo-operation and harmony, and influeneed 
my will throngii aatuAujiag mj hfthw 
hood ideal 

So the new thought ideal is not antago- 
nistic to the Materialistic belief. New 
thonght teachea that by dwelling on one's 
ideals one may in a large measure realise 
them. Ia auccess your ideal t Then new 
thou^t teaches you that by dwelling upon 
the thought of success you achieve aueeess. 
The intensity of the thought laahea the will 
to resolve. But the suggestion to dwell 
upon the thought of sncceat eomes from 
without- from your environment — and re- 
acts upon your instinctive desire for sne- 
cess — success meaning to you that you 
shall be able to live well, have what you 
desire, and possess the approbation of your 
fellow-men, so influencing yoni will to do 
the things that produce success. 

Many a man of ability haa failed to 
achieve anecess through want of eoneen- 
tration upon it. New thought teaches him 
to concentrate. The saggestioa from with- 
out given tbroui^ .the new thought book 
or teacher inflneness his will. He concen- 
trates upon sueeess with the result that he 
achieves it. Rightly he givea the credit 
to new thought which pointed out a road 
he was earnestly seeking. But it was not 
the Invincible Will, but the Invincible 
Ideal influencing his will that produesd 
the result hi" desired. "Men," says Her- 
bert Spencer, "are rational beings in but 
a very limited sense. Conduct results 
from desire, to the irratification of vhMl 
reason servce but as a guide." 



open Letter 

lladt Wfttw TakM tew wttk s ftr- 
Pftol Wk» AOtrnd ri«MiM to 
In Aw wttk JvisMBl 



(Bj A. A. Snow.) 

"Unevill*, Iowa, 

"Rev. C. B. Powdl, Utile Bode, Ark.: 
Dear Sir: I have read jrour debate with 
CoL Diek Maple, where in yoo aflbm that 
"Soeialinn ia the twin dater of Ldldelity 
hatehed in the pit." While I ean agree 
with JOB that SoeiaUin ia a aort A a 
wiU^>*^wiapy or "New Jemaalen/' 
of wlioee fiMm atreeta no foot liaa ever 
trod, or of nAofM walb of jaqter no eye 
hath ever aeen/or ever will aee that we 
haTo any evidenee of; yet I think your 
afflrmation waa unfair, onjoat, and on- 
true, being bom of prejndiee. It eaata an 
undue reflection agdnat the ehataetm of 
both the founders of ' SoeiaUam and the 
Freethinkers of the world. 

Vow there ia no refleetion east by de- 
n on d n atinf SoetaUflB Infldelity, unless the 
e ipr sss i on was lotonded as a rsflsetion. 
Jesus hinsolf was an Infldel to the exist- 
inf order ef tUags of his day. But when 
the eqinression is eonpled with the phrase, 
"bom in the pit" (heU), it eannot but 
east a terrible reflaetion on the eharaeters 
of the foandm ef the theory of Soeialiam- 

A eompany eoaeeiTea of a aehene of 
redeeming our westem arid ragiona; with 
their plans they expeet to make the deeert 
bloasom aa the rose. But their plana prove 
inadequate for the undertaking and ao re- 
sult in failvMk But withal might they not 
be sincere and honeat menf Would th^ 
failure prove that their scheme waa hatch- 
ed in some pit where all was erime and de- 
pravity f — where sincerity and honor were 
unknown f I believe both the foundera 
and votariea of Sosialism are, at least, as 
sincere and honorable as those of Christ- 
ianity. 

But I need not speak in behalf of So- 
cialism, as it baa had ita rep reaentative in • 
the person of Col. Diek IfafAe. I qieak in 
beh«lf of the Fireethinkera of the world, 
whom you denominate Infldela. I aak tiiat 
they may havte thrir day in court. I deny 
your assertion that "Infidelity was bora 
in the lut"— that ia, any pit of crime and 
depravity. Are you willing to ^md your 
aassrtbn as againat the Freetbiokerf If 
you will arrange to write rix or a doaen 
artielea to the Arkanaaa Baptist in defense 
of your assertion, I will reply to them pro- 
vided yon allow me as many worda to each 
article aa you take. Or if you wish me to 
aflbm, as I see yon state that Infldelity 
has dons notUag, I will aflBrm that "The 
priiM^as of iBfldeUty have deaa aoie fmr 
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to a Preacher 

the advancement of humanity than have 
thoae peculiar to Chriatianity." Terms to 
be need aa yon defined them in your debate 
with ICaple. 

It ia no uncommon thing for ministers 
to tpetk of Infideb or ^Adelity in tiie 
moot reproachful manner, and then prej- 
udice the peqple againat hearing the Infi- 
del's defcuM. But I think charity ahonid 
bk extended them on the ground that their 
Bible ao inapirea tliem, but I am dead mt- 
tain of one thing, and that is that they 
and their book cannot both bt- ao exenaed 
and its infalHUUty atill maintained. I 
defy the whole Chriatian world to prove 
that the Chiistiaa ia one whit men da- 
cere and honeat in his belief than the In- 
fidel ia. 

Lineville, Iowa. 



THB OIVINO OF THANKS. 



What IMMB Kav* BaUttm Tor TalUag 

I* FM BifN* imat 

(By E. B. Tanner.) 

I would like to have our Christian 
friends give a good, plansible reason for 
asking a bleasing, or giving thanka for 
every meal that ia aet before them. 

They say a persmial god baa placed ns 
here. If that trae, it seems to me that 
we are entitled to aU we ean gat to sus- 
tain an exiatenee that we are not aeeonat- 
able for. It afaaoat makea me aaiekar 
right out in meetiB' when compelled to li»- 
ten to a mockery of this kind, and I balitve 
no sensible reaaon ean be i^ven for theae 
mummeries, rithar before or after meala. 
Why wouldn't it bo Just as well, beridea 
saving time and labor, to give thanks a 
year in advance, and be done with itt 
Like the man who got rick and tired of 
praying every night, so be Wrote a prayer 
and paated it on the footboard of hia bed, 
and when ready to jump in, printed at the 
pnyer, aayiag: "0, Ixnd, thoae are aqr 
aentimenta." Maay Universaliat and 
Unitarian preachers neglect theae eoiomoa- 
ies iridic at homo with their families, bat 
while away on a vaoation visiting aaumg 
friends, they are emnpelled to wear the 
yoke, no mattw how much it galla. 

Bleerings are . something given to no, 
and if the Lord sends material to feed na, 
it might be pnqier to return thanks for 
favors received, but when I cam my din- 
ner before I eat it, I don't consider that 
I an iinilcr nny obligations except to thoee 
who pre) >a red it for me. Dinners come by 
work or gift, and never by the prayer plaa. 

We are told that the Lord eaaaei the 



earth to bring forth sustenance that we 
may live. In that case, it may be proper 
and righl to j^ive partial thanks — one-half 
to the givci-, and the other half to the one 
who does the uork, except where the pro- 
duction is s))(iii(aiH'(ms. It is said that the 
Ixird heii>s ihusc ulm hcij) t lionise! ve.s, and 
that is tliioiii^di human hands, not heavenly. 

I recently saw a party of Infidels seated 
around a dinner table tryin;? to look sanc- 
timonious, and with bowed lu'ads listening 
to a preacher giving thanks! I thought to 
myself, "0. Cooai^oncy, Umb art iadood 
a jewel." 

Attica, 0. 



APOFmcnn of a mtamjMwwL 



(By Dr. Henry Fuehrer) 
I would not believe in the Mosaic crea- 
tion fable if it were written on the sky; 
for I would then know that it could not 
have been done by supernatural, but by 
natural means; for sight is a natural (phy- 
sical) sense, and we already have the 
whole sub-department of physics dealing 
with it — optics. 

Supernatural phenomena can be obssrV" 
ed by supernatural beings only, and man 
is a natural entity, hence nothing super- 
natural can be revealed to him or observ- 
ed by him. A human being cannot hear 
a supernatural entity speak, for speaking 
is a natural function of the organs of 
speech, and a supernatural entity, not bar* 
ing these natural lalic vessels, cannot per- 
form the functions of lalia; and if the 
supernatural entity DOES speak, it moat 
be a supernatural mode of speech aad nat- 
ural man cannot hear it. 

Natural man with his natural organs of 
speech can only hear with hia natural aud- 
itory canal natural spseeh,but BOt sopor- 
natural speech. 

Supernatural action can imply supemat- 
oral reflex only, and natural action can 
imply natural reflex action only, — hence a 
anpernatural entity cannot speak and nat- 
ural homo could not hear it, if it did. 
Hence, when the Bible says: "And Jeho- 
vah spoke to Moses," etc., it is uttering 
an ignorance of natural phenomena, of 
eoemology, optica, physies, anatomy, Phy- 
siology, — yea, even the rudimentary el- 
ements of pholosophy and logic. 

"Quod erat dcmonatrandum," and "Ood 
apoko to Moses," is a sontradiotb ia var- 
bo. 



ST. LOUIS, IfO.— I hneby acknowledge 
the receipt of an iaaue of the Blade of last 
weak; alao the hearty invitation it has es- 
tended to all who wUdi to attend the Con- 
vention in November. I certainly will at- 
tend the meeting, if nothing serious hap- 
pras to intoBfavsk Toon vocy traly.--liR8. 
B. POPB. 
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The Fair-i-See and the Sad-u-See 



(Hy Jdliii F. Clark.) 
'Hie I'liiiiisff (plumeti lor t'air-I-si-e) was 
the real kiuiw-it-all ami bettcr-than-thou 
fellow. Tlie l'harist'(! was sliorl the price 



of 11 pint at till' I'liblic-aii ami Sinners 
liaiicii ami I lie eredil side of the slate was 
turnetl to the wall. He eonld interpret 
Moses and the minor proplK ts in seven dif- 
ferent and diver<r('nl ways, bnt could not 
inlcriMilale a witness into his throat with- 
out sjiol cash. Caesar's jiliiz iijuju a silver 
tir copiicr disk sio( d hi'tween liim and tiie 
lovinLT cup: i. c. thi' want of. So he imnt; 
his shanii'd head upon his proud bosom 
and lainenlcil with a loud lamentation. A 
fellow came alonj; an<l took pity niH)n hini, 
but as till' jiily cloml had no silver lining, 
the i'iiarisee scorne<i the sympathetic of- 
fer, which stimulateth not except it in- 
ehriatelli. The man said: " Mrother, I am 
8ad-u-sc(* hi see you in such melancholy 
straits." "lime you live Ijneoln pennies 
witii the (iodly liiist for a beer upoo your 
pirson?" "No, brother. \ ehani;ed my 
raiment before and)linir from my iiuinbic 
imme and forjrot me In shift the filthy 
iuere from the house j;armenl to the street 
epbod. Von see I was so much enamorwl 
of the beaut il'nl morn and the sweet -scent- 
ed liay Unit I lliouuhl me not of the lucre, 
bnt of rny sympathy draw in al)iindance. " 

"Thanks, for nothinir," said the Phari- 
8«>e, "I kr'.ow i;c not. and when the time 
romelh when thy thirst be as my thint, I 
will return ye good sympathy for the evil 
■yupatfay thou wouldst impose upon me. 
Out upon thee, thou do^ of n Sadnteel I'll 
Jiave none of thee nor of thy inty." 

Thus the line was sharply aud elewrly 
drawn between the tents of th« rhariwirn 
and the tribes of the Saduaees. 

The Pharisee having nothing ebe to put 
on took to himself great airs. He learned 
to write and become a leiibe. He thus 
learned all the seerets of those who em- 
ployed him to write billy dues and belle's 
lettrea. By dint of writing for pay and by 
blaekmailing, he waxed fat, and took to 
Law, and waxed fatter. Than it wai that 
the Publiean and Sinner leaned to look 
np to him. Fweeloaing of nortgagM 1m> 
earn* rife with him, and Sadnaeea baeamo 
iaddar-n-«ee than ever. Tlioa the golf be- 
eaao wider evarj day batweaa tha eanp of 
tho Sadoaea and tha hnt of tha Phariaee. 
The Badnaea Waaia poorer and poorer un- 
til the aahea of Ua fnmar graataaaa waa 
about all he had to daeorata his aaak-aloth 
with and powder his hair with. A waip 
of burlap and a woof of aahea nakaa a 
poatiaal aad touehing mourning attire, and 
beeana Torsr popular baoauaa of its fitness 
and ita •tmimintX atatus. Only queena 



could use .Merry Widow hats and cree };ar- 
njenls, arid they were now in Ihe mode of 
modi'rn balhinj^ suits. Th ' S.idusees were 
a kind of a meianelioiy l''iiar with a pen- 
chant for frying' fi>h and pullin;; other 
people in a slew. Their lirst monastery 
was a place where each one kept to his cell 
and spoke iu monosyllables to hlmsrlf. fliey 
were very ipiiet while there were more cells 
than monks, but when the monks outimm- 
liered and out-voted tlll^ cells in the pre- 
cincts, there was troul)le :ind t lin i,it -cut t in^ 
l)ecame an adjunct to peiicctiihn ss, arul 
still is. Then the hrollicr celiliatcs elected 
a Father, who hired out the ceils to the 
brotliers. and instituted the Mindicant Or- 
dci- |i> hv'^ the rent from Sonielmdy. of 
Somewhere — I-l)im 't-tiivc-a-Damn-Where. 
Coiivent-ual and eon\ enliomil fathers have 
bles.sed a part of the eartli and cursed the 
other i>art ever since. They are supposed 
to be fathers only in name, but — bell, dell, 

cell, fell, hell,— that's a iriaaty. I'U atop 

off riirlit here. 

The Pharisees fared somewhat better and 
invented the precedin<j orders, and orders 
just what he wishes, whom ho wishes and 
just what how he wishes - and Rets it. 

The Pharisees then set up the See of 
Home, and have made Rotiie howl and oth- 
er places wail. The Pope is fair-I-see. but 
you pay the fare or you ilon't see— See t 

France, the eldest dauirliler of the church, 
renounced her Papal dad, and (be Pope al- 
most became a Sad-uHMO, and hani aee 
more of it. 

By invoking the parsonic aid of the 
Chaplain of tho Blade, I pot inspiration 
enough to make this historical research in- 
to the dead embers of the forfrotten past ; 
and as the rhai)laiii blowed h<it or cidd. I 
pot a sparkling of the illumined tridii. and 
here she is. I conpratiilale myself that the 
history of Ihe Pharisees and the Sadnsees 
have never had the justice due them that 
T have inflictwl upon them. ((!reat ap- 
plause) and rendition by Anirelic host - 
"My Wife's Gone to the Country. Hur- 
rah! Hurrah !" 

Arlington, Md. 

OLD oBoifi nr ▲ raw ooeran. 

(By Warfwi 8. Dean.) 

Sometimaa a naw feature on old tUnga 
will have a taadaaay to put ua to tUnUnff 
and than wa naka an effort to aatinala 
tha Ima worth tba new feature baa pat on 
tha old being. Or, b other words, to Hod 
out if tba original being hi "deaarring" of 
tba eizpanaa and work tho new fafttova an- 
taila on p«q»lo to uphold. 

Take for iaataaaa^ tba mw tmkm lha 



elergy haa propoaed in tha ahapa of "BfUa 
Study Cluba." Perhapa that adviaa glvao 
to othara may be the maaaa of dofaig far 
more than the elergy intended it to do; 
that is, to "read the bible in truth for 
what it actually is," and "what it haa 
done for truth and progreeaiTe thoi^bt for 
this world's good." Ifayba tha fraa ad> 
\-ice granted others will be mueh tha aame 
as the advice of a kindly school teaaher 
was to the writer. About 33 years ago, 
when he was working out as a farm hand, 
tryinp in his small way to help better the 
ciuiditions for others, he was presented 
with a bible from his old teacher, and on 
the lly-leaf she wrote the words, "Read and 
Obey." Hefore that he had read the bible, 
but not in the lipht of a holy, divinely-in- 
spired btM>k," but simply to learn the hab- 
its and ways of people in old Uatorieal 
times. But thinking of the present' and 
the advice piven, he concluded to give more 
careful thonpht and study than when he 
was simply reading the bible for old his- 
tory sake. Put when we began to read and 
reali/.e what ways those god-anointed 
people had. what they were commanded to 
do by a so-called jnst and loving god, his 
respect for that pod took a drop, and the 
system that has been the means of keeping 
that pod before the people, l;as dropped 
still lower. So, in fact, it may not be the 
new feature that will attract the preatest 
attention, for more likely to thoughtful 
I>oople it will be: What is the true worth 
to this world of Ihe oripinal being tag||[ai 
out in a new dress reform T 

And that brings to mind the news item 
that has gone the rounds of the press, how 
some few divines scolded the fair sex for 
coming to church arrayed in their new hats 
and finery. They seemed to be greatly 
ccuicerned that the display might turn the 
minds and heads of Ihe male members 
away from their own sanetimonioua bible 
show. 

Bnt we will vantura to aay aa our aandid 
ofMuion that there waa mora tma worth 
for this world 'a gooda tadar ttal isaqr 
than poaaibly eouU bo found in many ol 
the eharaetera that hara g«ia to make up 
the Christian Ubla, fran tha draama of 
^ijiOi«allad iaqrirod writara of aaalaBt 

"Raad aad Ob«y," aaya tha ataigy. 
Armad irith tiia flaaak gift of apaaah thai 
oan ba nada, thay aak their dear floaha not 
to iavaatigata, for it ia a great da to do 
ao, bat aaaapt thab aUtement in ftilL It 
to ba aatnral aad ptoaaiag to tha 
buBiaa aar to Hatan to hanaoaloaa aooadi, 
aad tha oya to aaavdi for tha haaatlfnl, ae 
whaa wa are aakod to obey, wa will BMka 
an aamaat dfort to flad out if that aoai- 
mand ia in harmony with truth, raaaoa aad 
justiee, or aimply a aew dreaa lalona for 
tha atoTiah, brvtal ffaorMMa of pail mm. 

DaUd, H. T. 
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''• ^*** that have given extensive notices of our oonventiiM, are 

4AMU HUOHEB, pubiiaher and Manai«r the Cincinnati Enquirer, the Louisville Courrier-Jenmal, 

MNN lb CHARLE8W0RTH. Louisville Herald, Memphis Commcniul-Ajjpeal, and other 
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ADVKRTiaiNo RATES. wtioii, Mid a practical business managaoMiit, will insure 
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Half column, wboto MMM. « IHiir MIH^mhii *■ i .1 v. 

r»taa upan aayUoatian. a^M^^Mto From another report given by the hditor, ])rinteil cist'- 

airara4. where in this issue, it will w seen that we are en-roufe 
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■■ourD*ANT*lruBBCRrBER Change hia ar her addraMk sMM M- As these are the last lines we ai* permitted to write 

***?Viai"!f ^^ukuiiir* f°*hi %7^'t^*vaMrVrStJ^ hfdon the Convention -li held, we onoe more ezpreM the 

"fir^Vw^VtaSr ** l> FiiWKiiii jj^pg ^ ^ ]^ mg^e a repreaentative body, resolved 

nn yTi ty *- wMf^M tiM r»rtt«itT at tMinstan. Kantuekr, aa „pon work of praotloal good, and that nnoo it is launched, 

MuaStiH c^SuKicIrioHa to rum blub oram bladb. every element olaimiiig to be liberal, will rally to its 

r. 91 BM IM. UaglBt aa. Kjr. mpport 

mm^mmmm^mmimi^mmmm^a^^^'^^ q^^^ jl not, fhall not die. 

^ Rally round the banner of mental freedom. Its bearers 

OTF FOB THE CONVENTION. 

arc fiplitin{r tlio pood fipht. We have too lonp sailed over 

' ' pathless oceans in quest of golden shores, but with a well 

By the time this issue of the Blade reaches its readers, defined purpose brought forth by organization, we are givon 

the St Louis Convention will be in progress and we ven- 1,0th chart and log book to guide and direct Sdenoa at* 

ture to express a most fervent hope that the fruition of t^jng truth. Let us crystallize every germ of tnilit and 

months of jiaticiii Ial".r will lie ihr suct-cssfiil orpiniza- carry it with pride among our follows. 

tioa of a new natinnal association of Freethinkers for — 

paraly Fieetliou^t advrxaey. FBBE THE 80H00L AND UBEABT. 

In our last previous issue mention was made of the 

interest manifested in this organization by tlus public press, There are two exceedingly important lines of work whieh 

and while jrrcat can- and caution was exorcised in tlio tbo new national organization can tako up as n part of its 

subject mattiT jrivcn for pubHoation, once in the hands of propaganda, which have for their object a greater freedom 

newqN^er corros]ionil(nt.s who were unable to grasp either {a edueadonal afltfTitla% lo fur aa aedaalittidm k 

the scope of the work, or the objects desired, prssented a eoacMmed. 

confused mass of ideas surrounded by eonsiderable personal tt has long been a recognized fact tiiat too great an 

speculation drawn from u too imperliBCt imafrlnation. Tho influence has boon accorded the church, and its paid ad- 

result has an undesired publicity in some respects and vocates, upon our public schools. Innumerable instances 

rather too much of a good thing in other directions. Per- are recorded and discussed, wherein preachers have been 

sonal experience in such matters ought to have served as granted full liberty to prescribe the oonne of studies, and 

a gentle reminder of the extravagances of newspaper re- even act as a sort of supervisor over the daily routine of 

pmrters, but an ardent dosiro U> cover as wide a field fo' work. The mistaken notion prevailed, and t/) some extent 

this publicity as possible, led to an unfolding of oiu still prevails, that ministi^rs are among the best educated 

plans. .Still the publication may do good, as a whole, bj of men, and from this imprcfision came tho practice of 

bringing the prospective oiganization to the notice of thon- calling upon the local preacher for advice and suggestion 

sands whom the Blade, and other Freethought papers, in educational matters, much as a regular medical prao* 

would be unablo to roach. Our prin<'ipal roffrot is tho per- titioner used to call in a consulting physician to spsist in 

sonal allusions made to the Blade's editor, the oul^owtl diagnosis a patient's malady. Undtr such eondit^pns we 
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can readily understand how religious instruction came to 
be tolerated in the public schools. Bible reading, recitals 
of prajati, diapel ox er dse e, hymn singing, and eren lengUiy 

snrmnMa^ became a part of the school exercises witlioiit 
protest) looked upon ns a matter of j)ul)lic duty, and chil- 
dren were lihcrally dosed with theolog}- in order to uior^^ 
easily proselyte them at a time when they could be figured 
upon to Iwoouie paying nemlwrB of sone snpMVliflotis seett 
There is still another piddic institution where the in- 
tiuence of paid ]>reachers has heen used with eijually 
serious effect — namely, the public lilirarios. In uKiny 
states, where a free public circulating library exists in any 
of the eities, ttatut<Mr7 provisions are made for its main- 
tenance and support by liberal appropriations from the 
public funds and public sources of revenue. The library 
is in fact, a public institution. And yet, in far too manv 
cases, preachers have been appointed members of the 
boards of trustees, giveik a discriminating power and an- 
thori^ in the selection of books, and this has been used 
with serious effect upon the character and quality of the 
literature circidatcd bv these libraries. In all such cases 
the preacher trustee has not failed, or neglicted, to use 
the authority given him in such a dinetion as to keep out 
of the library all books he did not want or did not like, 
and to imrchase such books only as would be calculated to 
subserve the inten^sts of the (^hristian cliundi, and com- 
plete the work l)egun in the p\d)lic schools. This latter 
aondition is as great an educational evil as the former, 
and equally as disaatrana to intellectaal freedom in ita 
reanhi. 

Parfset intellectual freedom cannot exist, nor can an 
indiTidnal choice be freely made, while eccelsiasticism is 
permitted to retain control, or exerdae Inflwenee, upon the 

public schools and libraries. Hiatory will £bicm that such 
control and influence have never been used for the public 
good. Self-interest has always jdayed too prominent a 
part Granted permission to think for themselves, and 
nninflnenoed by superstition in tlw days of their childhood, 
the people would decline to accept the doctrines of ortliodo>: 
Christianity, an<l this fact being patent to the clergy", the 
little public authority c^niccdect to them by well meaning, 
but ill-judging, officials, has been used to bolster up a dying 
eveed instead ci being employed for the pnbHo good. 

Then, in the light of these well known facts, the Blade 
would urge uj)on the coming convention the adoption of 
some provision among its propagandic policy, aiming to 
aaeiue a greater liberality and a mora perfect secular 
f reed o m for the institntiona herein discussed. The larger 
and more important of the educational institutioi\s of the 
country have broken theological restraints and sanctions. 
The smaller of such institutions are still, in a measure, 
fettered by clerical influences. Let the new ^iganiaation 
undertake, as a part xA its work, a campaign of education 
for the creation of a healthy public sentiment to the end 
tliat all schools and libraries that are essentially of a 
pnhlio o^raoter be freed from priestly control Let the 



tight be against the office, not the man. Prineiplflly not 
persons, be made the objective of our labors. 

Here is a field for work in which snooess will mean more 
for the generatioDa t& oome than we oan now diaeem. Our 
work should be along such lines as will indited 4 course 
nf instruct loll ill tlie pidilic Bchools that Will jMfoperly fit 
the cliildrcn to meet the actualitiea of life, based en natural 
science and reason and flocperieooe, inaliid of fietieiM 
fostered by theology.' 

GOD-WOBSHIP. 



Within the memory ot many now living god was an 

actual personality. Being made in the image of man, 
many attributc<l to him the personality of a human being, 
l>iit emlowed hijn witli a scries of super-human attributes. 
These attributes were for both good and evil. The good, 
it was believed, could be secured by prayera of praise, the 
evil avoided by prayers of flattery and supplioatioa. IIm 
god thus worshipped was regaTde<l a prayer-hearing. and a 
prayer-answering yier.souality and the fruitage of .tiMOO 
prayers were actually believed to be objective. 

Such a belief may be regarded as the natural and in- 
evitable outgrowth of man's mental babyhood. The mystery 
of natural phenomena could be explained in no other 
way. In this manner every race and every nation, inde- 
pendent of each other, had their own mythological account 
of a supposed creation and eadi, in turn, invented for 
itself a god. .\round this invention monstrous absurdities 
were built. Form and ceremony followed through which 
the cunning and crafty reaj)ed large profits from the 
ignorant and credulous. In the course of time only did 
the charaeter of these gods undergo a change^ but the 
priestly cult remained to tvido npott tha lean and anper* 

8titi(ms of ignorance. 

As advancing intelligence b(>gan to exarsise any inflnenee 
upon the wondering human mind, many of these gods 
disappeared, but they were su])planted by other gods, of 
newer designi. perhaps, but retaining many of the char- 
acteristics of the gods that had been discarded. It was 
(piite lianily and oonvonient to change from one god to 
another. No man ever yet undertook to worship a god 
unless he believed, or fancied he believed, he could make 
liis god an object of practical utility. Prayers still ascend 
to the throne of grace. Failure to get an answer wrought 
further doubts and the creature lx»gan to seriously cpiestion 
the creator. Oods were bom, used, discarded, left to perish 
for lack of believers, changed for other gods, until multi- 
tii(l(>s of gods came across the horizon of faith. The moat 
hideous conception of god that ever was invented is 
reflected in the god of the bible, bom in the brain of semi- 
savagea, endowed with barbaric attributes and unspeakable 
cruelties. He was and is the last of all personal gods that 
have emanated from the brain of man. But a few year^ 
ago he was earnestly believed in, worshipped by fear, 
adored by tdf-intereat Ho is hut a naoM todaj, aufPf «i|ih. 
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the ignorant few. He will be but a memoiy in the «k- 
ceeding near futura. 

^fany Cliristian.s now j^rofess an adoration fur tlie poil 
of nature, or nature's jjod. This is just as mystical a 
conception as any other go«l must be. During the French 
revolution both reaaon and liber^ were deified, which was 
one of the mistalces of that day. Reason must be uaed, 
not wursliijiped. Enjoy liberty, l)ut do not deify it 
Keason lieoonies dynamic to the extent only that we use 
it At best liberty can be no more than a mere condition. 
Freethought can have no possible use for deities. Free* 
thought is the groat giant of intellect, a tidal wave of 
j)r(>irress. It must be oajtable of both giving and receivinir 
the treasures of human thought. By it and through it 
the last concept of god, the god of nature, must follow all 
the gods that have preceded it into the realm from which 
there is no returning. Man does not need god. 

We believe it was Mathew Arnold, a caitablo critic and 
commentator, who suggested that religion was simply 
moralily tonehed hj emotion, and yet in this, religion being 
the child of emotion, we may see the origin of the io-oalled 
god-idea. Without human emotion god would never have 
been. With human reasfm the god's disaj)i)ear. When 
god-worship ceases to be, man will, and must, be made thi> 
objeet of man's devotion. W^hen this time comes the mi|^t 
wonder of the univerte will jewel each fleeting hour, 
and humanity will become the great, shining spot in tiie 
infinite palace of nature. 

THE BIGGEST THINGS IN HISTOBT. 



Should the question be put to one of our public school 
children, what constituted the biggest events in history, the 
answer in a majority of cases would be a reference to some 
mighty war, some great battle in wUdi large members of 
■ men on both sides lost their lives. 

In any event, whether such an answer bo given or not, 
it is none the less a fact that the written record of the 
world's wars presrat some of the most striking pictures 
to the mind of childhood, and make the str on g e st mental 
impressions. 

Carrying the exf)eriment still further we would find that 
with a large nund)or of men and women, conceded to be 
of mature mind, similar mental attitudes would prevail 
and AingB that are really Ae most tririal and fieetinf, 
sometimes barren of results, are more distinctly remembered. 

Battles, unless partici])ation becomes an actual and jx)si- 
tive neoessity, are but the pastime of fools. In all the 
great world's history there are eaneediai^ few wars that 
were not at all justified, or which resulted, one way or 
the other, in any material benefit to the racx^. In some 
rare cases only has war j)roduced beneficial results, and 
even among these there are some in which those fssnlts 
could have obtained in another and vastly better way. 

The impressions then obtained, as to what coniBtitnte 
the biggest things in history, are the necessary results of 
a mere partial mental training, a sort of one-sided arrange- 



ment in which the inadequate judgment of some incapable 
individual has been the dominant factor. Public educa- 
tion has far too long In'en entrusted to incompetent brains. 
Xo child can learn more than its teacher is caj)able of 
imi)arting, and if the mental status of tutor be law the 
mind <d the pupil must, as a rule, be kept to the same 
standard. Only in a few abnormal cases would the scholar 
rise suj)erior to environment. These have invariably 
develo|KMl into the leaders of the world's best thought. 

Aside from the fact that we are the fortunate inheritors 
of the intellectual wealth of centuries, strong in the power 
created by giants of thought in all ages, placed upon the 
summit of an edifice in which untold cmtnries have been 
employed in buildings, our intellectual education can 
hardly bo said to be full worthy of the times wo live in. 
While it is not the fault of the individual, it is the fault 
of the race, collectively. So little attention is yet given 
to the intellectual elenieiit.s contributing to progress and 
happiness, that have created such epochs of gigantic mental 
energy that they stand out sublime in their strength, con* 
stituting the very biggest of all things in human history. 
And yet men can scarce be blamed. Historians, as a rule, 
simply record the great jjhysical conflicts between men, 
ignoring the mental engines of progress. While it would 
be a huge undertaking to ehrcidele all the ofents of in- 
tellectual change and improvement, the mode and manner 
of their operation and results, future generations will learn 
to judge the march of any particular century by its men 
and not by its machines. Every decisive improvement in 
mentality has wrought some decisive victory. Every addi* 
tion to the means of intellectual culture and refinement baa 
boon the moans of some extraordinary harvest. 

True architecture does not consist in the mere build- 
ing of a structure, nor does true science consist in the 
accumulation of heterogeneous facts. True science meani 
the detection and assimilation of the ])rinci])les which 
(torelato facts and of that order which binds the parts into 
a whole. So the development of true science, is after all, 
and must be, the biggest thing in all history. This de- 
velopment could not take place all at once. Innumerable 
tiny streams were pouring constantly into the whole and 
each iMjint of conUict brought to the general fund of 
scientific knowledge a new fact, and each now faot were, 
and are, the biggest things in history. In these may be 
found a record of the steps by which man in his pursuit 
rises through classifications, the last always being more 
complex than its ])re(lecessors, but all ])ointing to great one- 
ness of the universe. 

When the Freethought elements of the world can be 
brought into sufficient unity, a unity of purpose and rich 
endeavor, they will be strong enough to produce vast 
changes in our present methods of imparting knowledge, 
that the really great aooompliahments of the race will bo 
given precedence and prominence. A complete revision 
of school books will be necessary to produce this change. It 
may not Iw; done in our <lay, but we can, at least lay the 
foundation and point future workers the way to success. 
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National 0 rganization of American Freethinkers 



OmaAL CALL FOR CONVENTION 



In Um nam* of and by the authority of the persons whoso 
namw an hereunto affixed, Freethinkers of the United State-* 
«f Aamieai who, having in writing duly expressed themselves 
■> bdof in tmrot of a new, national organization that shall 
BBdtrtak* and i^ntain a Bystematio and advised propaganda 
of IVaathoni^t p^KpIes, all persons who hold and believe that 
tha deatrinaa, tbeonl^ and teachings of the orthodox Christian 
dnirah ngarding the universe and the origin and destiny of 
m a nMnd an erroneous, and who believe that happiness and 
morality oan be better subserved by a study and observance of 
Natnntl Law tban through the medium of prayer, faith or god- 
wonh^; who njeet all phases and forms of superstition and 
idolatrj; who are free and who desire to be free from orthodox 
vaHl^OM zeatrainta in matters affecting human action and con- 
aaiaaoe; who beUere in a full and complete separation of chmch 
and atete, with all that such separation implies, are hereby called 
to moaC ia National Convention in the City of St. I ^ouis, Stato 
of lOaaoorl, on Sunday. November 14th, 1909, at the hour of !l 
o'aloak a. m., for the purpose of devising and adopting a dcclara- 
timi of priaeiplaa as a basis for such organization; a constitution 
•■d hf-l»W8 for its proper and effective management and its 
batter goromment; to eleet offleers; to outline and adopt a sys- 
teoi of progagaada, and to do all other acts and things that nuiy 
or ahall be pertinent to and shall best subserve and aid in the 
aeeonqriiduDent of the objeeti and purposes herein expressed. 

Arrangementa have been made and oonq;>letad with the man- 
agement of the Laelede Hotel, at Sixth and Cheatant atreeta, in 
the City of St. Lonia, for the aeeommodation and entertainment of 
all Freethinkera attwiding the eonvebtion, at fdrly reaaonable 
ratea. Thia hotel ia eondneted on the Bnropeaa ^an and pro> 
▼idea alee|rfng aeeommodationa oa\f. Thar* la a well appointed 
restaurant in eonneetion with the hotel at whieh good meala ean 
be had for email eoet. The hotel rooma Tary in piiee, and range 
from 50 centa to fl.00 per day, aeeorAng to quality of room or 
whether two oeeupy the aame room. The eoat of nieala will run 
from 20 oenta up. The hotel ia large and eommodioua. It has 
ample facilities for the aeeommodation of all who wiah to attend, 
and ia aitnatad in the heart of the business diatriat. 

Business and SodaL 

Owing to the great distance that some of those attending thf 
convention will have to travel, and recognizing the natural desini 
for sufficient social intercourse during the convention, that such 
a gathering must create, there will be an informal social and 
business gathering of the Freethinkers attending the convention, 
and those residing in St. Louis and vicinity, in the parlors of 
the Laclede Hotel, on the Saturday night, after supper, preeeding 
the Sunday of the convention. This will afford an opportunity 
for renewing old friendships and forming new ones. 

In order to facilitate the business of the convention there will 
also be an informal caucus to prepare an outline of the work of 
the convention, select and appoint the several committeea, name 
a temporary chairman and secretary, in order to facilitate tlu 
business of the convention and assist in the speedy diapate)' .«f 
its business. 

The caucus will first designate a temponuy ^I ^H T ii Mtll and 
secretary; given due authority, the temporary ohailBU will 
thereupon appoint the following eommittaw: 



On order of business; on or^'anization ; on constitution and 
by-laws; on nienibersship and finance; on propaganda. 

The eoniniittees will be asked to meet Saturday nisrht or early 
Sunday morning that their several reports may be ready for 
submission when the convention is properly called to order. 
The Convention. 

The Convention proper will be called to order promptly at 9 
o'clock on the morning of Sunday. November 14th, lOOO. by the 
temporary chairman who shall be designated by the Saturday 
nip;ht caucus. Such sessions as may be deemed necessary shall 
be held throu ghout the day. The Convention Hall is situated ut 
■LWBNTH AMD LOCr.^T STREETS. 

Organized Societies. 

All organized Freethonght societies, national, state, or local, 
now actively engaged in the dissemination of admitted Free- 
thought principles, are invited and requested to send, or to cause 
to be sent, any number of delegates or representatives to this 
Convention, in order that the gathering may be made ns univers- 
ally expressive of American Freethought as it is possible to be. 
All indindoal IVoatUakafa will raaaiTo a hearty and OMtfal 

welcome. 

Charter Members. 

All persons. Freethinkers, adopting the declaration of prin- 
ciples, the constitution and by-laws 4if the organization, and who 
shall attend the eonvontiou in person, and all persons signifying 
their approval, aeerpt.'inee and ndojitiou of the same, in writing, 
addressed to the Secretniy, within a time to he specified by the 
convention, and all those whose names are ajipended to this call, 
shall be deemed and recorded on the books of the organizatioa 
aa diarter — n b ara thereof. 



Oeneral Inrltation. 

Extending a fraternal call, a ftratemal invitation, and a 
fraternal welcome to all who love mankind better than fancied 
gods, who believe in the worship of work, ond who desire to 
unite and cooperate with us in the work of diiaftminating the 
high and eternal pfinei|doa of troth aa a i pteaaed by IVeetboni^t, 
we are, 

John R. Charleaworth, Lexington, Ky.; Parker H. Sereomba, 
Chieago, HI.; Dr. T. J. Bowlea, ICnneie, Ind.; Helen M. Lneaa, 
Marietta, Ohio; iniUam C. Gope, St. Lonia, Ifo.; Joae^iiae K. 
Henry, Yersaillea, Ky.; T. C. Jefferiee, Cleveland, OMo; Jnlia 
C ..Coon, Bartow, Fla.; J. C. Watkins, Kanawha Falls, W. Va.; 
E. D. Northrup, Ellieottville, N. Y. ; Oeorge 0. Roberta, DMuiiaon, 
Ohio; D. W. Sanders, Corington, Ind.; J. Atwood Cnlbertaon, 
Pittsburg, Pa.; Carl Baarwalda, Clofdaad, (Mdo; Chariee F. 
Randall, Cherokee, Okla.; J. M. Bead, CUeago, HL; J. X. Fkoat, 
Tampa, Fla.; Wm. J. Howorton, Tnlaroaa, Texaa; Jamee S. 
Davis, Waynesfleld, Ohio; Jamea OUaal, Ft. Smith, Ark.; 1. A. 
nteh, Wilmington, Vt.; R. O. Barla, Flaa Gfore, Ai^; Ella P. 
Hunt, Moline, Kan.; Emily C. Jonee, Beat Ljynne, Mo.; Anna 0. 
Jones, East Ljmne, Mo.; Mrs. Nels Johnson, Sggina, Ttaaa} 
W. L. Luee, Annapolis, Md.; M. H. Oberholtser, Loa Angelaa, 
Cal.; MiiB EUaabeth Wiley, St Louia, Mo.; Andrew Jaekara 
Boyer, Waahington, D. C; E. O, Nlehob, Noige, Va.; Joel M. 
Barry, Nat. MiL Home, Ohio; Harold Banning, Mt Vernon, 0^; 
Oharlea O. Brown, Ithaea, N. T.; H. M. Flak, Pdla, Iowa; J. 
Carson, Ardmore, Okla.; Oeorge C. Bartlett, Tolland, Oimn..; 
Moragn Wamaley, CSneinnati, Ohio; Oaear A. Jaaiaka, Loabvilla, 
Ky. ; W. A. Ooayar, Mllo, Ma. ; Maaly A. Brifhaii, BaiM. Ma. 
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ABOUT LOVING GOD. 
Ood ManafMtnren, as a Sole. Do Not 



(By Jnlni Y. Clark".) 

We hear a jircat deal about reciprocal 
ainatoiv relations between God and Man. 
Some fellows say they love God because 
God loves them. 

This is a kind of close communism that 
sports bu-r-house fancies. "God so loved 
the world that He frave Ilis only begotten 
Son," etc. If He pave his son, the son 
should be still given, but instead, they tell 
us that it was a kind of .\pril-fodl gift 
and God frot tiie son back airain. 

He <inly loved the world eiiouirh to lend 
his son three days for our salvation. Love 
is a funny thinj.', and to say that one loves 
is to pive very little insiirht into a thing. 

God is another funny thin'jr. No two 
persf)ns have exactly the same conception 
of God. To love something that has to be 
conjured up before the mind's eye is a 
feat in love-matics that is beyond the pale 
of sound sense. Crazy people love ideals 
— absolute ideals. T/iving tanjribk things 
is natural, but lavishinir nffection upon 
suppestive shadows is foolish. 

The capacity to love is limited, and the 
fund of affect i<in also, so that when a man 
draws heavily iifxin his st^.re of love and 
then throws it to the pods or the dops, he 
is short in his fraternal feelings with his 
fellow man. 

There is no use in wasting pood love 
upon a pod, especially upon one that does 
not exist in fact. Why impoverish one's 
love capacity for a pod fad. In fact. Pad 
would have been as pood a word to repre- 
sent a figment as God is. 

When one marries n Christian, the fact 
that the spouse loves God and Christ first 
and the mate only in a secondary degree, 
accounts for th* MLvtf tit th« OhiiltiaB 
marriage. 

Tlie Christians assert that without God 
thi're is no marriage, but fads show that 
with God there is a good chance for a di- 
vorce. The purf)orted histf)rv of God as 
related by tln' purported friends of God, 
does not flatter him. Tlie ideal set forth 
in sacred history is not calculated to charm 
the critical reader. E.xcept when baflled 
by the iron chariots. God rode rough shod 
ovi r men and wr)nien, who were as good as 
God's friends. He made war uf>on women 
and children, — therefore he was no gentle- 
man. He must have been a Neuter, for h^ 
showed no sex any chivalry. He was IT. 
Hereafter I shall call God IT. 

The whole theme of the Isra<ditei8s re- 
ligion was "Lo\e me, love my God." The 
common i)araplirase, "I.ove me, love my 
dog," is more than nyuonyuious. Man is 
nid to have been "wonderfully and fear- 

tatf mi^" M CM mm ao» le hiwt 



been more irond«rfally than oucfally 
made. 

The diipoaition givaa Ood by It's mann> 
fiwtnrars is not lovaUa^ and wa bar* aotk- 
ing elae to go by. The God of tha SarifK 

tures makes a better target to throw ba^ 
tred at, than to pile love upon. All bnra 
wasted upon Ood ia at tha expanaa of man. 
Arlington, lid. 

oommtvonoir fob DMnuonoM 



(By John F. Clark.) 
A man there waa aad ehoaa a mate; 
A man and woman thera was, elate. 
He waa strong aa the sturdy tree 
And, sweetly, die, the elinging vine, 
Two voicea aa ona; song flaring fraa 
In a melody, all diviaa. 

She leaned upon his tmatfol eara^ 
He loved her sweet mind, ao rare. 
Their loves, two tender rilb, nnita^ 
And to the gulf of I>ove do lloW| 
And all the singing birda inrita 
And all thdir to awaatly blow. 

Hut Spite was otit to spoil Love's plail| 
God and deceitful angel clan 
Death snatched the bride far away 
And left an aching, aching iieart 
And God's fell plight fell with full 
Malice hurk-d the killing dart. 

Neighbors said: "Say: 'God's will be 

done;' " 
"Not I," said the bereaved man. 
"Be undone, if feeling Thou hast, 
By miraeie, or might or ban; 
Undo, ondo, tUa bUghtiaff Maalt" 

Ha aakad for braad and got a loak 
Aa haid aa any blaak devil's moak; 
Then ia bim roaa tiiia thought aubttma: 
"Too todk from ha and will not giva 
Yoa baifa ymna, and I bava mlBa} 
Bm mmKf wlD witb ma luf." 



JaaoB Oonvarad. Cb^it ZZDL fkom paga 
ass to page 306. 

Not. 28.— Tha Saahariat «r. Lwd'a 8np- 
pw. Cbapt XZZ. 

FBOr. A. J. CLAN8EN, 

National Organiser, 

St. Ansgar, Iowa. 



"You man your tens of tiioiisands slay; 
You may hurl the wlnde world away; 
To me you never can gain say 
Her tender words that fill mine ear, 
No prank that you can ever play 
Can change my love, nor make me fear." 
AriiagtoD, Md. 

m PBILOfOPHICAL BIBLB WLtkM 
UNION OF AMERICA. 



Text Rook— "Hible Myths and Their 
Parallel's in Other Religions (by Doana). 

Nov. 7.--Christ Crishtui and Christ Jesus 
compared. Chap. XXVII. 

Nov. 14.— Christ Buddha and Christ 
.Tesiis Coavarad.— Cbat ZXEL to paga 
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NBW foonrr iv nftnuiA. 



Tbnwgh J. Atwood Cutbertson, ona of 
tha Blade aoatributors, plans ara bow baiag 
formad for a saw loc^Freetboni^ 8o- 
fliaty, in Pittsburg, B^Bom ymn ago 
Pittsbnig had a gool^atvoag Saaabur 8o< 
eiety, and it waa oaa of tba favorite atop* 
inng plaeea of tba fibida^i Iditor wbaa ha 
waa on tha leetnra platfom yaaia ago. Tba 
vary irst trip w« oadavtook ia Anariaa, 
ia im, PIttabarg waa tba llrat itoppiag 
plaaa <» tba Ust. Wa are glad thara ia to 
ba aa awakedlag. Mr. Culberatoa aow 
mritaa: 

"I would Uka to gat in tonah with aoma 
di tba Freathinkara in tha Plttabnrg db- 
triat, and would ba pleased to have yon 
mention tba faet in the Blade. Thone me 
during baaiaaaa bonra Grant 2400—139; 
avaaingB, Sawiaklay 9006^. After tba St. 
LiNiia aannNition I think we should be able 
to gat a alnb started here. Or is there onef 
Hava aavar baard of oaa. Frataraally, 
1018 PiBB ATa. J. A. ODLBISTBON. 



BOMB. 



(By the Chaplain.) 
Despised by hon«at men for crimes untold, 
You still continue to enslave and hold 
Within thy viee-like grip the minds of man 
Wbo fear anatljiama of thy voiea and pan. 

I 

Hiy Inaatb ia aaadoaa witb tba fnaiaa tnm 
baU 

For tboa aft nMm, Boom, with ftiBMa ttat 
aaialL 

Of all the pdaoBoaa tUagi aa tUa giaat 

earth— 

<Twaa Tipar, oobva saad that gava yon 

Mftt. 



b Fall Sympathy. 
CHATTANOOGA, TBNN.— I am atiU 
living in Chattanoogo, and tbiak all the 
world of your paper— tba BUda. I think 
you have some brilliant writers on your 
staff. I am in full sympathy with your 
plan of organisation, and hope you will 
tneet with success in St. Louis on Not. 14. 
lam going to try to get your Editor,' Joba 
R. Charlesworth, or somabody wbo la 
a good Freethinker, to eome hara aoma 
time in the future and pive a good leeture. 
There are quite a good many Freetbiakara 
in and around Chattanooga, although it ia 
chock-full of ehurehsa of all d^unaiaationa. 
— ABTHUB STONB. ^ 
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Cbe Blade's CoKitespoiidencc 



oioAimAnov wnmnw iumt 

Or. root* Ml ScmMm to M Aim 
IiMrii 



Sends a Oood ReprMtntaltfV. 

NEW VOKK.— I learn fsom your 
"News" ol till; coming convention in St. 
l.duis, and 1 suppoBo the otMcers are not 
yet seleeted. 1 shall not be able to attend 
but waul I) send a substitute or repreeeota- 
live, and will at least help to make the 
wheels f^o round. As 1 know no better way, 
1 send a cheek herewith, made payable to 
yiiii, and yim can have it apply ou the gen- 
eral exj)ense account of the affair. Yowra 
very truly.— E. B. FOOTE. 

(The check whith Dr. VooM MDt is for 
$1U.U0. Ed.) 



Wants to Be a Member. 

CIKCLEVILE, 0. — Put my uauie down 
tu yuur new National Organization, aa I 

have been a worker and member ot" Free- 
thought for years. 1 am not well, and can 
not attend the convention, but 1 will be 
there in thought and spirit, i hope this 
will be the grandiwt time of your life. Ac- 
cept my best wishes for its success. Yours 
fraternaUy— ESTHEK VAN aiPEK, M.D. 



wm 

CHICAGO, ILI*— I obMnr* with wnne 
regret that your eontrilmton Mem hyiter- 
ical lest the memory of Pagni* and Inger- 
soU be oblitMrated. Tbej are immorUl; 
slander cannot reaeh them, bat it ean ex- 
hibit its malice and otiMr doviliah quali- 
ties by munuixjlistie lawa. Tha ahnrah is 
today seekiiv to have the Oonatitation 
amended so that the BiUa can ba foread 
into the sehoola, and aoah man as Jodg* 
Orosscup, President Taft and othar atotea- 
men are in favor of that more, probably 
for the sake of votaa. If it ia at all poa- 
sible, I will attend yonr St. Looia maatlBg 
Nov. 14, and think I oan go down 8atiir> 
day night and come baek Snndaj vi^t If 
you organize, I would lika to aaa a Ug, 
broad pro{H)Sition instead of a narrow ona^ 
an.l 1 look to you and othars to aaa that 
such is the product of your aflorta. Toata 
truly.-CllARLES MeCORMICK. 



wm Hal9 tha OwHa. 

TAMPA, FLA.— I note tha eall for tha 

St. Ixuis Convention. I profoundly la- 
trret that my afre and the diatanee will pta- 
eliide the |pnssibility of my attaodanaa, bat 
I want to a.ssure the good and brave nan 
Mil. I woliieii who assemble there that I am 
uiih Iheni for the great struggle I will 
heeuine a member, and will eontributa tha 
lust cent I can to maintain an efllflient 
lectureship. Oood cheer to all aod may 
unborn generations be grateful for all of 
«w taU. ttaaaNly.-^. M. FROST. 



Must Be Charter Member. 
KANSAS CITY, MO.— Your plan for a 
National Organization of Freethinkers 
looks good to me, and as I can't be in St. 
Louis, 1 am writing you in order that I 
may gt I in as a charter member, if pos- 
sible. Mr. Charles Arhind, 2633 Madison 
avenue, Kansas City, Mo., asks me tO 80- 
lieit the same honors for him. If there ia 
any fee kindly notify us. 1 have other 
frieutls in sympathy with the cause, to 
whom it might be well to send a copy of 
the Hlade, or circulars pertaining to w- 
•rani/ation, namely: M. A. SteameS| A. 
<Vard, John Starkweather and Dr. Shep- 
herd, all o f Meadville, Mo. Also, Verne 
Heeer, Slater, Mo. Sorry I can't give you 
more names from Kansas City, but my ac- 
quaintance here is very limited. With 
best wishes for the eonvention and your 
sneeaaa.— L. H. BUGS. 



fwa Mm Members. 

LOUISVIUjE, KT.— Myself and wife 
intend to go to St. Lonia to attend tha 

Fleet hought convention. We* are not mem- 
bers of any Frpethought society, but would 
like to beeome member of anah, ao yon 
can Count on US as charter members at St. 
Louis. Keep up the good work. I work 
with about mc u in a shop, and talk 
Freethought every chauce I get. I engage 
in aoma hot arguments, but always come 
out without a aerateh.-OEiO. MUNZ. 



PALMER BARBER COLLEGE 

WAXTBD— Men or women to learn tha 
Barber'a trade, or teUography; White or 
Co'oied; the latest hair and face Beoaty 
Work. This is the largest college in the 
United 8tatea-75 ehaira kept aonatantly 

busy. A $2.') tuition gives each one a $10 
set of new tools. Wages while learning, 
and a steady job atterwarda. 

PALMER BARBER COLLEGE, 

aU TUrt Sfr LOUISVILLE, KY . 



WIHTER TOURIST TICKETS 

TO TMK 

SOUTH and SOUTHEAST 

ON 8AU DAUY 

QUEEN & CRESCENT ROITE 

OOOD RETURNING UNTIL MAI Slst, 1910 

lor Fall PactlcaUn, call om, or writ* 
I, Q, two. P. A T. A« 101 B. Mala St.. Leiiattloa, S.j. 
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BWB QRASa BLADE 



and •ubtcrik* Pwf 



"The Woman and 



Secular Thought j|,e Prospector" 



at tta 

eANAMAN MeULAR UNION AND THI 
TORONTO aBCULAR MdlTV. 
• • • J. Wymmt Wm, 
at IMffr Qmw M. W«t, Ti- 
ll 9W MBOi. IB 

u 




■t WmI, lONBlOh OW. 

satlOM, «ri«n lor 
VMka, prtattng, NM«M fee iddreMed— 
a M. BLLto. Pwmatet PablltbOT, 
MIW TlMgkt. 

ToraBlo. Ou. 
THB WOBLD'8 BBfT WATCOl. 

The World's 

Best Watches 



Men's Regular (18) size; Hampden, 
"Spsdal Rj.," » Jawtis, IBS; "Naw 

Ry.," 23 Jewels, $20; "Dneber Watsh 
Co.," 21 Jewels, $15; "Dueber Grand," 17 
Jawels, $8; 15 Jewels, $6; 7 Jewels, $4JW. 

Vfb or Walthaa: "VsritM" or "YaB- 
goaH," 23 Jewels, $29; "Father Time," 
or "OrMceul Str.," 21 Jewels, $22.50; "B. 
W. BagnMBd," 19 Jawais, |Q0; BaiM 
••A. T. Preuiier," 17 Jewels, $18.50; 
«* Wheeler," or "P. S. Bartlett," 17 
Javal^ Blekle, |0; Same, gilt, 07; 16 
Jawd% $6; 7 Jewels, $5; all in Silverine, 
screw ease. In 20-year Oold case $3, or in 
25-year ease $5 more. Evsry Watch fresh 
tnm tMttorj, prspaid iritli gnaMatoa. 

Send for prices of Watches not enumer- 
ated here (or order from any of my old 
price-lists). Chains, Fobs, IHaawda, 
Jswslry, Optical Qoods, Freethought 
Badges, Ingonoll Spoons; Ring Gauge and 
my great little traati "ThiiM la tks 
Crucible," frae. 

OTTO WETTim. 



Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read. It sliould be in the 
hands of all who are opposed to supersti- 
tion and graft, as it is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, medical leglBlatlon 
and the administration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same time points out the 
only method for the cure af the consump- 
tive. The booklet is really free, but the 
cost of advertisinc and postage we figure 
at 10 cents; so if you wish a copy, send 
ua 10 cents. A. M. PARKER, 

CANCER I ' 
AFFUOTED— LISTEN ! 

I CURE all exU-rnal Cancers, Tumors, 
Wens, Carbuncles, Fistulas, Felons, etc. 
Remove Birthmarks, and othur unsightly 
growths that disfigure human beings. Oan- 
cais a Specialty. I use liquid remedies. I 
do not use knifi' ur j)lasters. Cure is abso- 
lute, unless beyond the power of man. If 
you have a suspicious growth, don't wait 
until one foot is in the grave, and the 
other caving in. Please don't cry "Fakirs 
Fraud, Graft," etc., untU joa iatsaligaU 
Writf for free booklet. 

DR. H. H. DOW, 
858 N. Raymond Ave. PasadaaSt OaUf. 

WAITTED! 

Man or wonaa to Isam tbs barbsr's trade 
or ladiea' bsaa^ parior waA. TUa ia the 
Isigsat «oU«a is the States. A US taitioa 
inelndsa amytUag. Steadj pradiaa wi^aa 
while haming, aad poaitioa aftsnrsrds. 
Write for eatakgoa. 

r AUm BAMIE OOUIOI. 
306 W. JiiMm m. ImMOm, Mr. 



THF PROCESSION OF PLANFTS 

15 THE GREAT NEW BOOK. IF tOU * 
wooder wbr ihe Etrih aoics, wriic to the iiihor lor • 
JncrlDllen ol ICll ibowatlie iruMioilooiol aiiiier. Addrnt 
KllluJN H. HEAID. Smm A. IPS AWCEm. CiUtowlt 

Muray's Qeamce Sak 

Tie f«r SOe n a H a ll 

Byron's Forbidden Fruit, Paul Bert's 
Jesuit Morals, Tolstoi's Root of Evil, Sil- 
eox 's Sacredness of Man, Livingston and 
the Boers," Murray's British Landlord, 
Moses and the Prophets, 30 Propositions 
of a Pagan 's Religion, The Open Challenge, 
Ten Commandments, Bible Texts, etc. etc. 
The total retail pries of the lot comee to 76 
eents. I will send the uMa tagilhar, poal 
paid, for 30 cents. 

NORMAN MURRAY, 
M Bt. Jama St. MoDtnal, Canada 



JUST OUT! 
NAMING SONG AND BUBIAL 80V0 

FOB nnTEDrmi. 

Bach aPwt aai > Ommt fiaaa far : 
Alia YadMiaM tm Tim, er 



I have eoaqNieed thsee aimga for the 
benefit of Freetbinkaea, «r man ii P-rewn 
Sense, who do aot w^ to iaaalt oar 
ator with BiUa rot , 

Give E'm Fits. 



That's what -iUB 
aCARtiBT aHADOW," 
Walt«r Hurt's areat tmA' 
leal noval, dose to th« 
forces of bigotry and lu- 
p«rstltlon. And th« mo- 
«f the oMMtiK 
by tke ohwik 
•lemant, li throwlna • 
over It, too. No other 
kiovol of this decade haa 
been ao wMety aa4 
Mtterlr aenoaneed bf 
Srtaoa<i critic* —which 
Is auSletent proof that It 
la an rlcht. It haa cre- 
ated a MnaaUoa la eoa- 
■ervatiT* eirales and 
auaed conatematloa 
among the elersy. 

It Is •atlraatastleaUv 




■UIB •lUaa BLAOI, 



eat the wotML Tea ai 

know bow Hart ean wHto, aaa la this baah 

he li at Ills beet. It la an ttlegant volume 
fit to ornament the flneat library; containing 
411 pages, printed on heavy •K-aheU paper 
ia •■•Mesa sMIk 



INNASI UNM^SI 

THE MASTERPIECE LIBRARY. 

Cheap reprints of the Masterpieces of 
the Great Modern Authors on the Christian 
Baperstitlon, published for Missionary pur- 
poses by the Rationalist Press Association 
of I.i<jndon, Kugland. 

"The Riddle of the Universe"— Haeckel. 

"Education" — ip aaasr. 

"The Evolution of the Msa ol Oai"— 
Grant Allen. 

"Origin of SiK-cies" — Darvta. 

"JCmerson's Essays'. 

Herbert Spencer's "PhUeaaMr." 

"Creed of Christendom"— Ofag; 

"Spenoer'B Bsaajra." 

' iMKcrsoii's Laetarea and Wmntf (la I 

volunits.) 

I'alnc'H "Ak«' of Ileason". 

The above is only a selection out of 76. 
Complete list mailed on appUoatlOB. Pllee 
Ko «acb, postpaid. Six copies to one ad- 
dress at one time, |1.U. 

NORMAN MURRAY, 

m m, 4mm M. Mantnal, Oaaaia. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 
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Nauman*8 Orchestra 

■. Oi NAUIUN. Vlolta. 

ANNA L. NAUMAN. PlaaOw 

OTTO I. NAUMAN OocMt 

Of«r MO plMM of tk* bMt music, lultabl* 

tor any prosnun, alwajn on band. 



Phon* 18t 1<& 



•IQOUMNIY, 



IOWA. 



A TUP 10 Mill 

By 

DR. J. B. WILSON. 

Thh mak is Mknowlodgtd to bo mm of 
tho bMt dMeriptivo UUnry tlforts of tho 
oiBtUT— A FrMthiakor's tUw of tho «M 
world Md what ho nw thoro. 



BLUB GRASS BLADE, 

T/OTinirton, Ky. 



Searchlight 

A 20-Pag'e Liberal 
Monthly 



Published by J« D. SHAW, Waco, Texas 

Price of Subscription $1 a Year 
Single G>pies 10 Cents 



the fiotl MCS ^f^^^' 'or a sample copy, which will be sent free. 



"The Evolution of tho God Idea," by 
tho late Grant Allen is one of the most 
remarkable books of the century. 63,000 
eojjics have been printed and nearly all cir- 
culated by the "Rationalist Press Asso- 
ciation" of London, in cheap form, and is 
now offered for 25 cents postpaid by the 
AamiOMi Agent of the R. P. A. 

NORMAN MUBBAT, 
9li tt 3mm Sc. Mbatiwri, (teado 




BILL'S fWENUE 

makes yuu oliu-rful nnd 
thouKbtful. It Is u iii'rHdiml 
dep*r(ineiit lu the wliUbL 
OK UVK thai growa on jrou- 
You find yuurielt waUIiic 
with Intereit for what "Wll" 



hat to tay oext. 



"AN rtMBRIOflN 

lal rutinliig In tli* \VIIKKLi 
"HI I.I." OFI.IKK. It U wrUt«ii by 
Mary Ivi-H Todd, tliunhlest wrll^rol Liberal 
flctliin RliinuCirniit Allen, and In a beautlM 
pruHi'ntatliin of the «!iiic>ntlally moMn 
problem ol the Womun lu Buiiliiets. 

THB WHB&L OP LIPB- 

A monthly periodical. It deals with 
OKKUNH, tbecirlgln nf MarrlHtce. of Rthlci, 
of IteUiilon, of llrotherhciixl. <if th« Ixjilcf In 
Immortality. It trt-iits liromlly <if I.dvc, of 
Human loitlnots and Ideals. II takes In 
Um Whole Wheel of Ule. treaUncaU labjecu 
fi raeliaelear. plain and spieir way that the 
mat la akaken oalaad tkeybeeomeae In- 

enbaerioMon or a qnarter for a year. 

"OONPES8IONS OP f\ 

DRONE" by Joseph Medlll 1-atterson, 
antlior ol '^l LITTLU BRUTUKK UFTUK 
Kicu." lent withoul axkra ahat M wt>ha 
e months' trial ■ubterlpiwiioHo iWWK 
oridWa. Address 

Un Wft OOW Ml A. ft. LNk Mob 



THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF 

EUGENICS 

Formerly Known as Lucifer the Llaht Bearer 



The Pioneer Journal— in Modern Time* 

- f an oU and abnoat fmrgotton aaioM^ 
tl moat inpoctant of aU ari waaa , a 
§m am aoooaaafoUj and oponljr taofbtaad 
pntjtiaad bf tha aMiwt Oraaka aad «|yp- 
tiaaa, but IfBOtad, dalaatod, aaornod bj aU 
modoni iiatioiiir-vii:tho SeioBoo of Ui^t- 
Borninff, tho SeioBM of Good OonetatioB. 

The Century Uietionary thus deflues 
Eugenics: "The doctrine of Progresa, or 
Evolution, especially in the human race, 
through improvod eonditioiM in tho rola- 
tloM o< tba wmm.** 

Ita oootral thought ia freedom of ICoth- 
ariiood, tho Self-Ownorabip of Wobuw in 

the Realm of Sex and Reproduetioii — ix^ 
telUgent and reaponsible Parenthood. 

Thia mueh neglected, tbia tabooed, dis- 
gnaad, and aimoat unknown science was 
"Eugeniea by Francis Qalton, a 
ol^aiid amriMT «iib» Iba pMl 



Charles Darwin and now, both in England 
and in Continental Europe, is beginning 
to receive the attention ita importance 



The American Journal of Eugenics is 
now in its 3()th year of publication, sus- 
tained by a liiujj list of able and well- 
kiK>wn eoiitribiit<irs, women and men of 
national and international reputation; it is 
now published bi-immthly — standard mag- 
azine size- at Los Angeles, Calif.; prio% 
$1 a year postpaid; single copy. 15c 

Mai anbaeribora will reeeive three back 
numbera, leaa than a year old, alao a copy 
of the booklet, "Institutional Marriage," 
a lecture by the editor — all for 25e in 
stamps or coin. For aale by newsdealera, 
.)r sent postpaid by the editor and pub- 
lisher, Moses Harman, with lists and 
prices of standard English and American 
Eugenie publications. Addreaa 1319 Kel* 
Ian Loa ii^ilin CUUL 



Man's Origin and Destiny 

L 

By Dr. A. Hausriian, Alameda, California 

This is the Greatest Book of modern tim.s on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

U will shortly be issued in book form bythe Blue Grm Blade, makinff a book of nearly 500 pages. The afitjbor has 
dadioatod tt to M. Snut HamlBd, aiid U u great Jaw phl^^ 

^2.00 $3.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All ehaigea of poataga will be pv^iaid upon advance subscripCioiia. 

The first chaptora are now in tha pvaaa and poblioation in book form will immadiatalx 
frilow ita aarial pablkatioB in tba blade oolmnna. 



Stiiacribe How Subscribe How 

JAMBS B. HUGOiBSk Lexington, Ky. 

190 Q 1909 

Blue Grass Blade Bouoa voinine 

Containing Fifty-two Copies of The Blade and alihandaomtly 
bound in Blue Buckram with gold, ktt^ 

$3eOO Reduced from last year's price $3«00 

Subfcribc NOW and fat your name on tha lift in tima. 

A STILL BETTER OFFER! 
For Five New Subierdbew For Five New SulMeriben 

Wa wlll iaiid ONE COPYofte Booad VoImm 



To aay pawoa wnSag at iv — w wituribafaiaonaaiabatdw tagulMrratwbaCotaDae. SI, |90f 
THE CLUB 1$ PRBFBRABLBl 0BT4JP ONE! SECURE A COPY FREE! 

BLUB GRASS BLADE, Lexington, t^. 



